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National School of Character 
By: Mackenzie Casais  

 Through a rigorous application process, High School East was recognized 

not only as a School of Character at the State level, but at the National level. This 

recognition of excellence by character.org usually takes schools several tries. Due 

to dedication and cooperation of students and staff alike to promote a positive 

school environment filled with great citizens of society, High School East received 

this recognition on the first try.  

 Throughout the 2016-2017 school year, High School East implemented 

character education lessons each month to benefit the school community as a 

whole. Every morning, students and staff started off their day with a “Character 

Quote of the Day” played over the announcements. Posters and beautiful murals 

cover the walls of almost every hallway in the building, holding messages of self-

improvement. Each stairwell contains motivational signs of excellence on the steps. 

The accumulation of positive energy was widely evident throughout the entire year.  

 High School East’s established the first ever Character Club, with hopes of 

changing the school and furthering positive progress. Founding member Mike Bo-

nafide said, “East is different because we were the first ones to step up to the plate 

and create the stepping stones for other schools.” Bonafide continued, “We will 

spread the word by becoming a prototype of what great character is and visiting 

other schools to get them involved too.”  

The school celebrated this incredible achievement with a school wide Cele-

bration of Character on Friday, June 9. With such high accomplishments of this 

past school year, it is exciting to think how much East can grow in years to come. 

 Keep up the outstanding work Raiders! 

Candid pictures from the school wide National 

School of Character Celebration 
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Mrs. Morrissey 
By: Mallory Tonra 

Ms. Werner 
By: Dayna Lawrence 

Q: How many years have 

you taught? 

A: I’ve taught for 33 years. 

Q: Did you teach anywhere 

other than High School East? 

A: I taught for 25 years at 

High School East, seven 

years at High School North, 

and one year at High School 

South. 

Q: What subjects and grades levels did you teach? 

A: I’ve taught grades 9-12 in many subjects including Mar-

keting, Career Exploration, Personal Finance, and Computer 

Applications. 

Q: What are your plans now that you are retiring? 

A: I’ll probably end up eating lots of ice cream and watching 

too many reruns of The Big Bang Theory and How I Met 

Your Mother! 

Q: What will you miss most about teaching? 

A: I will definitely miss having a structure in my day. I can’t 

say that I’ll miss my friends at East because they already 

know that this is hardly goodbye. We have plans! 

Q: Who influenced you the most during your career? 

A: I’ve been influenced by so many people along my journey 

as a teacher. My colleagues are inspiring because I’ve seen 

how they give 100% to their students on a daily basis and 

have also supported me along the way. My students make me 

want to be the best version of myself and I respect our admin-

istration too much to ever want to let them down. My own 

children have also influenced me in the sense that I have al-

ways held high expectations for their success and made sure 

that they prioritize education and respect for others, so over 

the years I have also tried to instill those values in my stu-

dents. 

Q: Is there anything else you would like to add? 

A: I want to continue to grow in knowledge and friendships, 

manufacture fun, and stay healthy. Understand that goals take 

time, discipline, and determination to achieve, but you are 

more than capable of accomplishing whatever is most im-

portant to you today, tomorrow, and in your bright future.  

Q: Where did you attend school? 

A: I graduated from Rider Universi-

ty in 1979. I had heard from my 

PLE/FBLA State Advisor that there 

was a new high school opening in 

Toms River, New Jersey. I drove 

down for the day from New York 

and interviewed for a position as a 

typing teacher and was excited to 

accept the position. 

Q: What classes do you teach and 

have you taught? 

A: I started teaching keyboarding for a couple of years and then 

went back to school to get my Cooperative Office Education Cer-

tification. I then became the Coordinator of the Cooperative Of-

fice Education Program at East. My seniors worked at jobs I was 

able to acquire for them in the field of secretarial/clerical, ac-

counting, and computers. After 12 years, I had missed teaching in 

the classroom full time and began teaching a combination of Cre-

ative Computing and Web Page Design. During my career, I have 

also taught a number of in-services to faculty and staff, in addi-

tion to night classes for the Ocean County Adult School Program 

and the Adult Vocational School Program. 

Q: What was your favorite part about working at East? 

A: The jobs I enjoyed most were the ones that allowed me to get 

to know the students on a more personal level: advisor, mentor, 

chaperone, and through jobs as a Publicity Coordinator which 

entailed taking pictures at a variety of events and working with 

Principal Thomas to highlight our amazing Raiders! 

Q: What do you plan to do after retirement? 

A: I will enjoy “turning off the alarm clock” and sleeping in. I’ve 

also spoken to family members who want to visit Italy and Ire-

land. 

Q: Do you have any advice for incoming Raiders? 

A: My advice to our Raiders is to get involved. We have so much 

to offer here at East including a variety of clubs, class activities, 

sports, as well as a number of events throughout the year. You are 

never alone because you are a part of our Raider family. I am also 

an advocate for our Community Service Program. There is noth-

ing more rewarding than giving your time to others that need you.  

“Don’t cry because it is over, smile 

because it  

happened” -Dr. Seuss 

A very special congratulation to Mrs. 

Fran Shubert, Guidance Secretary, who 

retired in December! Thank you for 

your years of hard work and dedication. 

You will be missed.  
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 Year in Review: 2016-2017 
By: Mackenzie Casais and Dayna Lawrence 

Celebration of Character 
By: Matthew Garbacki 

Throughout the 2016-2017 school year, High School East has demonstrated its dynamic nature as students participated 

in a number of events, competitions, and games. The climate of the school has transformed with the implementation of monthly 

character education lessons. As students and faculty members became more caring and respectful toward their peers, charac-

ter.org acknowledged these efforts put in place by Principal Thomas, Ms. Foy, Mr. Weidenbush, and the efforts of students and 

staff alike. The Raiders were awarded the title of a State School of Character, and more recently were announced as a National 

School of Character. 

 Beyond this prestigious award, Raiders also held Friday music trivia where “DJ Alfierious” took control of the speakers 

to quiz students for the chance to win prizes such as snacks and gift cards. Fridays were also celebrated as “High Five Fridays” 

where students and teachers took to the halls with foam fingers greeting each other with high fives, instantly making our 7 a.m. 

wake up more spirited and energetic. 

 As the year progressed, there were a number of dances that students enjoyed. Students of all grade levels were encour-

aged to dress up and attend Hocochella in October as well as Snowed In Winter Formal in February. Junior Prom and Senior 

Prom were both held in May. Junior Prom was themed Arabian Nights. Senior Prom was themed Where the Sea Meets the Stars. 

All of the events were extremely memorable for all who attended. 

 During the fall, East students participated in another fun filled Spirit Week, followed by East’s Annual 12 Days of Holi-

day Spirit in December. 

This winter the Eastside Theater Company put on another outstanding production, Young Frankenstein. This spirited 

musical featured colorful characters and great music. Another big event was Mr. TRE. This year’s winner was Michael Fobian, 

also an ETC cast member. 

 As the 2016-2017 school year comes to a close, The Raider Readout staff wishes all of the students and faculty mem-

bers a fun, safe, sun-soaked summer. Best of luck to the graduating seniors! 

Raider News Briefs 
By: Tiffany Quinby 

-On May 22, students who made the SAT Honor Roll and those 

who achieved a high level of community service hours attended an 

award ceremony and breakfast hosted by Principal Pat Thomas, 

with special guest, Board member Robert Onofrietti, Jr.   

-The Academic Scholar Awards were held Tuesday, May 30 at 

Toms River High School East. 

-Scholarship Night was held on Wednesday, May 31 for graduat-

ing seniors who were chosen and awarded scholarships toward 

their college career. 

-New members of National Honor Society (NHS) were inducted 

on Thursday, June 1. 

-There was a clothing drive on Friday, June 2 from 4:00 p.m.-7:00 

p.m. and Saturday, June 3 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. to help raise 

money for the High School East Marching Raiders. 

-The American Water Works Association New Jersey (AWWA 

NJ) awarded the TV21 students at Toms River High School East 

with a $2,000 check for scholarship funding.  HSE students pro-

duce a “Living History” video project which is now featured on 

the AWWA website. 

 On Friday, June 9, East held a school wide cele-

bration for being recognized as a National School of 

Character.  The celebration started at 11:00 a.m. and end-

ed at the end of the regular school day at 1:35. There 

were games and activities, along with competitions such 

as tug-a-war, a dunk tank, and musical chairs. Several 

faculty members braved the dunk tank such as Guidance 

Counselors, Mrs. Weinberger and Ms. Bush, and also 

Trainer Jake. Senior Vincent Miranda won musical chairs 

and won two Shawn Mendes tickets as the grand prize.  

 The entire student body and faculty were able to 

enjoy a casual afternoon of sun, food, and prizes as many 

local restaurants sponsored and donated food, water, and 

Italian ice. The local radio station B98.5 broadcasted live 

from the event and there was a special presentation to 

celebrate this accomplishment.  

 The afternoon was extremely successful and  a 

positive event for the school. This event showcased why 

High School East is the recipient of both the State School 

of Character and the National School of Character. Staff 

and students alike have put in so much time and hard 

work to reflect just how incredible our school is.  

 There truly is nothing greater than a Raider!  
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Field of Dreams 
By: Angelique Vittone  

Class of 2017 Senior Prom 
By: Mackenzie Casais  

Junior Prom 
By: Riley Van Deventer 

 Throughout the community lays a group often overlooked. Six-year old Gavin 

Kane is just one of many within the community who struggle from a traumatic experience 

which resulted in a serious disability. Gavin was in a horrific car accident in 2012 at just 

19 months old. The accident resulted in a traumatic brain injury. Gavin’s family has real-

ized despite the support from the community, there should be a special place where peo-

ple, particularly children with disabilities, can be themselves, a place where they can find 

pure enjoyment and fun without limitation: their very own “Field of Dreams.” This project 

that was a “dream” of Christian Kane, Gavin’s father, is becoming a reality.   

 Gavin’s family has already started the building and funding process of this 

dream. On May 22, the start off to the Field of Dreams project took place at a local Blue-

Claws game. Support from the community will only further expand this dream into be-

coming a reality. The fundraising has not stopped; many schools are holding their own fundraisers to contribute in any way. The next 

upcoming event is scheduled for June 9 at High School East where the faculty of Hooper Avenue Elementary will participate in a 

softball game starting at 6 p.m. Additionally, faculty and staff throughout the district donated $5 on Friday, June 2, and wore their 

favorite baseball jersey and jeans. These are only a few of the events around the community and in the Toms River School District to 

support the Kane family and the Field of Dreams.  

 Gavin’s sister, East s sophomore, Brielle Mowad, has been one of the biggest supporters and dreamers of this project. 

“Thank you to everyone who is helping us make this a reality for not only Gavin, but all people, children and adults alike, who have 

a disability. Also, if anyone wants to contact us to help, our email is trfieldofdreams@gmail.com,” Brielle added. 

 This dream is capable of becoming a reality for those throughout the community if everyone is willing to contribute and 

support in any way they can. Everyone is rallying behind the Kane family and all those who suffer from disabilities. This dream will 

become a reality with the support, heart, and love of the community.  

Check out: http://trfieldofdreams.weebly.com 

  Junior Prom 2017 

was a night to remember. 

Arabian Nights was held 

on Saturday, May 6, in the 

Student Center. Prom was 

filled with dancing, eating 

delicious food, and making 

memories with friends. 

The Student Center was 

transformed and beautiful-

ly decorated. The nominees for Prom Queen were Amelia Valdes, 

Alessia Ditale, Courtney Robbins, and Julia Molitores. The nomi-

nees for Prom King were Jonathan DeLigny, Evan Otten, Joseph 

Gamboa and Jason Longo. Amelia Valdes was crowned Prom 

Queen and Jonathan DeLigny was crowned Prom King.  

 “The Junior Prom, Arabian Nights, was a great event. Our 

student council and many volunteers from the junior class spent nu-

merous hours decorating, planning, and preparing. We are so proud 

of their work ethic and so happy that the night was a success,” Class 

of 2018 Advisor Mrs. Rankin said.   

 A very special thank you to Class of 2018 Advisors, Mrs. 

Rankin and Mr. Dishon, for coordinating a memorable Junior Prom. 

 Senior Prom for the 

Class of 2017 was held at South 

Gate Manor in Freehold on Fri-

day, May 19.  

 "Senior Prom, Where the 

Sea Meets the Stars, was in my 

opinion truly a night to remem-

ber.  All in attendance looked 

absolutely stunning. My favorite 

part of prom is always be able to 

see the gorgeous array of dresses 

and this year did not disap-

point.  Students seemed to really enjoy the music and des-

sert bars and cupcakes.  I truly hope that the night was as 

enjoyable for all who attended as it was for me," Senior 

Class Advisor Mrs. Fazzini said.  

 Senior Prom truly proved to be a night that all who 

attended will always remember.  Ryan Labelle was named 

Prom King and Olivia Guardabascio was named Prom 

Queen. “Winning Prom Queen was the best moment of my 

senior year and I am so flattered everyone voted for me,” 

Olivia said.   

The Kane Family at the BlueClaws 

fundraiser. Picture compliments of 

App.com  
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Jake Himmel 

By: Mallory Tonra 

Caitlyn Jaronsky 

By: Danielle Shaffery 

 

Congratulations April Seniors of the Month! 

Jake is an involved student at East who has done well over his four 

years academically. He is a member of NHS, Ambassadors, the 

School Improvement Team, Robotics Team, Interact and Key Club, 

and the History Club. 

“Dream your dream, and realize that you are more than just a 

dreamer, you are the point of origin for its reality.” -Unknown 

Q: What qualities should the Senior of the Month have? 

A: They should be of high academic standing and be leaving East 

having left a positive impact on the school and the people in it. 

Q: What teacher has influenced you the most? 

A: Ms. Dziedzic has influenced me the most because having her 

for the last two years has helped me develop not only as a student, 

but as a person too. 

Q: Do you have any advice for any underclassmen? 

A: Get involved as much as you can, it pays off in the end. 

Q: Where are you planning on going to college? 

A: I will be attending North Carolina State University in the fall. 

Q: What do you plan on majoring in? 

A: Computer Programming. 

Q: What is your favorite aspect about East? 

A: Everyone at East has each other’s backs no matter how well 

they know them. 

Q: What outside activities are you involved in? 

A: I referee soccer games, do charity events for Inflatable Adven-

tures, and deliver for Hunan Garden. 

Q: Who have been your greatest influences? 

A: My parents, but especially my dad because he never stopped 

pushing me to be the best I can be. 

Q: What are your plans for the future? 

A: I plan to graduate from NC State with a Bachelor’s Degree of 

Engineering, then get a job at a major technology company, and 

eventually open my own engineering firm. 

Caitlyn is a dedicated Raider who is involved in many clubs 

and participates in various activities, such as NHS, TEAM, 

French Club, and Interact and Key Club. 

“Put your heart, mind, and soul into even your smallest acts. 

This is the secret of success” -Swami Sivananda 

Q: Why do you think you were chosen for Senior of the 

Month? 

A: I was chosen for Senior of the Month because I am dedi-

cated to my school work and involved in many clubs at East. 

I also participate in outside activities. 

Q: What qualities should the Senior of the Month have?   

A:They should be a role model to the underclassmen, and 

should portray the qualities of being respectful, responsible, 

and an overall good person and student. 

Q: Do you have any advice for the underclassmen? 

A: Have fun and get involved. High school might not be the 

“best four years of your life,” but it will contain some of your 

best memories. 

Q: Where are you planning on going to college? 

A: Drexel University in Philadelphia for nursing so I can 

become a Nurse Practitioner or a pharmacist after obtaining 

my Bachelor’s Degree. 

Q: What outside activities are you involved in? 

A: I have been volunteering throughout my life, but I have 

been currently volunteering at Community Medical Center 

since the end of my freshman year. I am planning on volun-

teering at the Lavallette First Aid soon. 

Q: What are your favorite television shows?  

A: My favorite television shows are One Tree Hill, Criminal 

Minds, Supernatural, Sons of Anarchy, and Switched at Birth. 
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Pat Jagielski 

By: Kim Lamparello 

Holly Phillips 

By: Angelique Vittone 

 
Pat Jagielski is a respectful and positive Raider. He is in-

volved with the Raider Swim Team, ETC, and Peer Leader-

ship. He encourages the underclassmen to do as much as pos-

sible, because time flies! “Don’t be afraid to go outside of 

your comfort zone.” 

Q: Where are you planning on going to college? 

A: Montclair State University for a year, then Poland to finish 

my studies.  

Q: What do you plan on majoring in? 

A: Physical Therapy or Computer Science. 

Q: What is your favorite aspect about East? 

A: How positive the majority of people are. 

Q: Who have been your greatest influences? 

A: My teachers. They’ve taught me so much about life. 

Q: What is your favorite quote? 

A: “Know thyself.” 

Q: What are your plans for the future? 

A:  Finish college and travel the world. 

Q: If you could switch lives with anyone, living or dead, who 

would it be and why? 

A: The current Dalai Lama. He seems like such a happy per-

son and has attained peace of mind. I’d love to know what that 

feels like. 

Q: What is your favorite television show?  

A: Game of Thrones. 

Q: What is your favorite movie?  

A: Star Wars. 

Q: What is your favorite part of the musical?  

A: Working with the crew to make the set pieces. 

Q: Do you have any plans after high school?  

A: Go to college and make the most of my life. 

 

 

Congratulations May Seniors of the Month! 

Holly is a respectful, responsible, and honest student who is in-

volved in Cross Country, Winter Track, Spring Track and is also 

President of Interact, Vice President of NHS, TEAM, the Academ-

ic Challenge Team, Ambassadors, and the Character Club. 

Q: What teacher has influenced you the most? 

A: Mr. Dirk has influenced me the most. He was the teacher that 

got me interested in science and was one of the most dedicated 

teachers I have ever had. 

Q: Do you have any advice for the underclassmen? 

A: My advice for the underclassmen would be to not stress as 

much about the little things. Everything feels like the end of the 

world until it happens. 

Q: Where are you planning on going to college? 

A: Elizabethtown College. 

Q: What do you plan on majoring in? 

A: Occupational Therapy. 

Q: What is your favorite aspect about East? 

A: My favorite aspect about East is how easy it is to get involved 

in different clubs and meet new people. 

Q: Who has been your greatest influence? 

A: My greatest influence has been my sister. Growing up she al-

ways went for what she wanted and did not let anything get in her 

way. She always speaks her mind and stands up for what she be-

lieves in. 

Q: What are your plans for your future? 

A: I am attending the five year Master’s program for Occupational 

Therapy at Elizabethtown College. After college I hope to travel 

for a few years. 

Q: If you could switch lives with anyone, living or dead, who 

would it be? 

A: I would switch lives with Emma Watson because I admire eve-

rything she is doing for women’s rights. 

Q: What is your favorite television show? 

A: It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia. 

 



Page 7 End of the Year Edition 

 

Michael Bonafide 

By: Matthew Garbacki 

Mackenzie Huttemann 

By: Holly Sikorski 

Congratulations June Seniors of the Month! 

Mackenzie is a hardworking, motivated, and respectful student 

who is involved in many activities and sports such as, Medical 

Club, Lacrosse, Field Hockey, NHS, Peer Leadership, Key 

Club, History Club, and the Writing Center. She is President of 

the Medical Club and Secretary of Ambassadors. 

Q: What teacher has had the greatest impact on you? 

A: Over the course of my four years at East, no teacher has had 

a greater impact on me than Mrs. Hay. Not only did she prepare 

us for our AP exam, she prepared us for our lives ahead. She is 

truly one of the most caring individuals I have ever met and I 

hope that one day I can have as large of an impact on others as 

she did on me. 

Q: What is your advice to underclassmen? 

A: Focus and work hard from freshman year to senior year be-

cause it will pay off in the end.  

Q: What college do you plan on attending? 

A: I will be attending the University of Delaware.  

Q: What do you plan on majoring in? 

A: I plan on majoring in Nursing, specializing in pediatrics. 

Q: What is your favorite aspect about East? 

A: Each teacher and staff member pushes and motivates you to 

do your best. 

Q: Who have your greatest influences been? 

A: Hands down my greatest influences have been my parents. 

I’m so grateful that I have the most hardworking and driven 

individuals as my mom and dad. They inspire me every day to 

do my best in everything I set out to accomplish. One day I 

hope to be just like them. 

Q: What are your plans for the future? 

A: My plans for the future are to obtain my BSN at the Univer-

sity of Delaware, then to work at C.W.O.P while studying to 

earn my masters.  

Q: What is your favorite movie? 

A: My favorite movie is Moana. 

Michael is a hardworking and respectful student that represents 

the six pillars of character. He is involved in many clubs and 

sports, such as Raider Cross Country, Track, and NHS. Michael 

is also one of the Founding Members of the Character Club. 

Q: What teacher has had the greatest impact on you? 

A: Mr. Weidenbush because with his class, he helped me im-

prove as a person and a student. As a whole, I am a better per-

son; more social and aware.  

Q: What is your advice to underclassmen? 

A: Get involved. Don’t take any day for granted. High school 

flies by and you’ll be graduating before you know it.  

Q: What college do you plan on attending? 

A: I will be attending Stockton University.  

Q: What do you plan on majoring in? 

A: I plan on majoring in Secondary Education.  

Q: What is your favorite aspect about East? 

A: The art work and creativity around the building.  

Q: Who is your greatest influence? 

A: My mom is my greatest influence because from day one she 

has pushed me to be the best person I could be, both academi-

cally and athletically. If it wasn’t for her, I would not be where 

I am today.  

Q: What are your plans for the future? 

A: Graduate college, become a teacher, move south to a warm-

er state, and travel the world with my family.  

Q: What is your favorite movie? 

A: Beauty and Beast (2017). 

Q: What is your favorite television show? 

A: Stranger Things. 

Q: If you could switch lives with anyone, living or dead, who 

would it be? 

A: Ronald Reagan because he is my favorite President and a 

true American.  
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Spring Sports Wrap-Up 
By: Jordan Asri 

Meghan Herr Spotlight 
By: Briele Wallace 

 The Raider spring sports teams each had impressive seasons. To start, the Boys Spring Track team had a year to remem-

ber.  Over the course of the season, many members of the team showed improvement, along with many of the underclassmen taking 

the next step into larger roles. One of the best moments of the season was winning against the crosstown rival High School South. 

“For such a young team, we really came together as a group in a way I had not seen before. This team worked hard and I hope they 

saw the result of that work and continue that work mentality into the next spring season,” Coach Tierney said. 

The Girls Lacrosse team enjoyed a positive season, showing strides and improvement in the second half of the season. The 

team won the Academic Cup, an award given to the team for having the highest grade point average. “We’re losing two great sen-

iors this year, but we have a full team (all levels) to build off of for years to come,” Coach Koon said.   

The Boys Golf team experienced great strides in their game this season. It was another year for them to get under their 

belts. Many of the golfers were able to break personal records on the course, and the future looks bright for the team as their young 

players gain experience. Coach Nemeth had a good motto to describe his team, “Young and inexperienced, but passionate and driv-

en.” 

The Boys Volleyball team had a memorable season. Many seniors had their goodbye tours, with over five players in their 

final seasons. The seniors will be leaving behind a young and experienced core of players for the next few years. Beating Saint 

John Vianney in two games despite coming in as the underdog was the moment that stood out for the team. Varsity Captain Rafael 

Ortiz nearly broke the record for assists in a game, coming just three assists short. The team is looking to build off this experience 

and carry it with into the rest of their careers. “Let’s play smart and place the ball. Don’t go all out. Smart play wins us the games,” 

Former Captain Rafael Ortiz said. 

The Boys Lacrosse team displayed intensity and determination, which was able to push them through the season. One of 

the best moments for the team was when they defeated crosstown rival, High School North, in a game where they were viewed as 

the underdog. Some seniors will be leaving, but the team has a group of very strong and experienced players.   

Q: How long have you been playing golf? 

A: I started taking golf lessons at Eagle Ridge four years ago.  

Q: What is your favorite part about the sport? 

A: My favorite part about golf is that it is one of the only sports where you have the oppor-

tunity to talk to your opponent. In most other sports, you are running or playing hard against 

the other team, but in golf we chat, gossip, and laugh.  

Q: How did the team play this season? 

A: The team played really amazing this season. We came in third in the Ocean County Tour-

nament, and we also had the East girls place in the top ten for the OCT. That allowed us to 

play in the Shore Conference Tournament and we had two girls for the first time in East Girls’ 

Golf History play in the Challengers Cup. 

Q: What was your average score this season? 

A: My average score this year was a 50.  

Q: What is the lowest score you have ever gotten? 

A: The lowest score I ever shot was a 41 this year against North.  

Q: What is your favorite course to play on? 

A: My favorite course to play on would be Eagle Ridge. It’s where I really learned how to play the game, and where I take all of 

my lessons. 

Q: What is the award you have received this season? 

A: The award I received this year was the lowest score in East Girls’ Golf History. When I shot the 41 against North, it was offi-

cially the lowest score.  

Q: What did it feel like to receive this award? 

A: I was so excited and proud when Mr. Cohen told me about the lowest score. I wasn’t expecting it at all and started to feel all 

the lessons I took over the summer were paying off.  

Q: Do you plan on continuing your golf career in college? 

A: I would really love to continue playing in college, so that’s my goal as of right now. 

The Raider Readout 
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“Being involved in a lot of clubs was 

one of the best parts about high school,” 

Senior Sofia Moderno said.  

“My favorite part of high school was meeting all dif-

ferent types of people and getting involved in differ-

ent clubs,” Senior Nate Bungay said.  

“My favorite part of high school was 

East puck,” Senior Brianna Platt said.  

“Senior year is the best year of high school,” Senior 

Nick Price said. 

“High School goes by way too fast. Take a chance 

and enjoy the little things,” Senior Matt Tice said.  

“People are always in a rush to leave 

and finish high school. Now that it’s 

ending, I can say I’m going to miss it. 

From being able to see my friends every-

day to great teachers, who have molded 

me though the years. Don’t rush to grow 

up because soon you’ll be wondering 

where the time went,” Senior Madison 

Van Buren said.  

“Try as many things as possible because suddenly 

it’s senior year and you have to pick a major and the 

more variety you have under your belt, the better 

choice you can  make in the direction of your fu-

ture,” Senior Ciara Byrne said.  

 

"It has truly been a pleasure working with the Class of 2017 over the past four years.  When I look 

back at all of our events, I can't help but feel proud of the hard work and dedication of the Class 

of 2017.  Although our class is one of the smallest East has had in recent years, I definitely feel as 

though these seniors made their mark and have left a lasting impression at East.  I wish them all a 

lifetime of success and happiness,” Senior Class Advisor Mrs. Fazzini said.  
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 Student Council: 2017-2018 10 Tips for College 

Senior Class of 2018 

Junior Class of 2019 

Sophomore Class of 2020 
College Corner:  

Class of 2017 

1. Go to all orientations. The more tours you go on, 

the faster you will learn the campus. 

2. Get to know your roommate and other people in 

your dorm. 

3. Find the right place to study. Even people who 

naturally excel, need to work harder for college 

grades. 

4. Meet with your professors and get to know your 

academic advisor. 

5. Take advantage of the resources on campus. Be 

active in the college community and find study 

resources when you are having trouble. 

6. Stay healthy and eat right. A lot of first-year stu-

dents experience malnutrition when they become 

too involved in classwork. 

7. Keep track of your money-now is the time to fig-

ure out how to budget. 

8. Learn the right way to cope with homesickness. 

9. Prioritize and learn course requirements. A lot of 

professors create syllabi in order for students to 

take responsibility for themselves. 
10. Be prepared to feel overwhelmed. The trick for 

some is knowing they are not the only ones feeling 

that way. 

Source: quintcareers.com 

President: Joseph Gamboa 

Vice President: Tyler Sunday 

Treasurer: Tyler Sacko 

Secretary: Alyssa Thomas  

Representatives: Jenna Alexander, Camila Alonso, Jason Cairone, 

Owen Donovan, Erica Jackson, Raymond Kleinschmidt, Sherry Lin, 

Skylar Mahaffey, and Nicholas Pivano. 

President: Logan Sommerer 

Vice President: Mark Murtha 

Secretary: Vincent Rotondo 

Treasurer: Patrick Keogh 

Representatives: Samantha Alexander, Carly Cataldo, Alexia 

Evgeniou, Hadley Jensen, Michelle Meyers, Rachel Placa, Dan 

Schieder, and Lexi Schroepfer.  

President: Nicole Platten 

Vice President: Anthony Capone 

Secretary: Gabi Diskin 

Treasurer: Katie McGivern 

Representatives: Mikayla Basile, Madison Gatanis, Emily Maire, 

Eric Marks, Katia Moderno, Emma Ryan, and Bella Storino.  

President:  Owen Donovan 

Vice President-Liaison: Jason Cairone 

Vice President-Attendance: Jenna Alexander 

Recording Secretary: Vincent Rotondo 

Corresponding Secretary: Dan Schieder 

Treasurer: Patrick Keogh 

In the fall, Raiders will be attending… 

 Albright College 

 Boston University 

 Drexel University 

 Florida State University 

 Georgian Court University 

 Monmouth University 

 Montclair State University 

 New Jersey Institute of Technology 

 Ocean County College 

 Pennsylvania State University 

 Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

 Rutgers University 

 Savannah College of Art and Design 

 Seton Hall University 

 The College of New Jersey 

 Towson University 

 University of Notre Dame 

...and many more! 

A very special thank you to Mrs. 

Koenigstein and the Raider Yearbook Staff 

for the use of their pictures. 

 

And a very special thank you to Ms.  

Werner for providing us with amazing pic-

tures over the years. You will be missed! 
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Mrs. Hatton 

By: Angelique Vittone 

Q: What subject and grade level do you teach? 

A: I teach grades 9-12, Marketing I and II. 

Q: If you could retire tomorrow, would you? 

A: No, I don't feel done yet. Even if I won the lottery, I would still work a little. 

Q: What hobbies do you enjoy outside of school? 

A: I love going to the beach and traveling with my family. I also love to cook 

and dance. 

Q: If you could travel anywhere in the world, where would you go? 

A: Italy and Japan, both for the culture, history, and food. 

Q: What is one book you read that had a lasting affect on you? 

A: I loved The Book Thief, I read it over and over, the characters are amazing. 

Q: What is your favorite part about running The Spirit Club? 

A: The pep rallies! 

Q: What is one thing you could not live without? 

A: My beautiful family. 

Q: What is your favorite quote and why? 

A: “Dance like no one is watching, Sing like no one is listening, Love like you've never been hurt, Live each day as if it was your 

last.” 

Q: Is there anything you would like to add that you want people to know about you? 

A: I am extremely patriotic; my dream is to go to the Olympics.  

Driven to Excellence 

By: Danielle Shaffery 

 Driven to Excellence was just one of the many exciting events for the Toms River Regional School District. This oppor-

tunity was open to any junior or senior. Students who had displayed key characteristics and good behavior over this school year 

were nominated by their teachers to be entered in a raffle to win a prize. Displaying characteristics such as trustworthiness, respect, 

and citizenship are what made students stand out to their teachers.  

 Each week students were entered in a raffle and at the end of the month twenty-five of those names were picked to partici-

pate in the spot for the grand prize. Those who were chosen from the raffle then proceeded to go on to the next month’s drawing. As 

the school year is coming to an end, the students who have remained in the raffle went to a final drawing at the Pine Belt Arena on 

Wednesday, June 7. The winner was given a brand new car! The car that was raffled off this year was a 2017 Purple Chevy Spark. 

Driven to Excellence was so much more than just raffling off a car. Students who were invited to the Pine Belt Arena also got to 

participate in fun-filled games and entertaining contests such as tug-of-war and spirit contests. Sponsors of the event included, DJ 

JV from B98.5 and Jersey Mike’s Subs who donated lunch.  

 “I’m so glad that I was able to be a part of this awesome day. It was really cool and I had a ton of fun,” High School East 

Senior Jordan Asri said.  

 It was a great day for all those involved. Congratulations to High School North’s, Noemi Mosqueda, who was the winner 

of the brand new Chevy Spark.  
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Glitter Fireworks 
Supplies: 

Black cardstock 

White pencil 

Glue and Glue Spreader or a Glue Stick 

Glitter 

Newspaper 

http://www.activitybucket.com/creative-

crafts/glitter-fireworks 

How to make: 

Draw fireworks on the black cardstock with the white pencil. 

Using the glue spreader or glue stick trace the firework lines (if you want 

different colored fireworks only dab the glue for one color at a time). 

Tip glitter over the glue. 

Pick up the paper and tap the excess glitter onto a sheet of newspaper. 

Fold the newspaper so it forms a shoot and pour the excess glitter back into 

the jar of glitter. 

Repeat until all your fireworks are covered in glitter! 

Patriotic Ice Cream Sandwiches 

     Patriotic Ice Cream Sandwiches  

Roll store bought ice cream sandwich-

es in red, white and blue sprinkles and 

freeze. Easy and festive!  

http://www.freutcake.com/in-the-kitchen/4th-july-dessert-

hacks/ 

The Raider Readout Staff wants to wish 

everyone a safe and fun summer!  

Congratulations to the Class of 2017! 


